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Annual Report Of The Chairman 

I am pleased to present my annual report on the activities of Calver Parish Council for the 
year 2016/17

Parish Council

Membership of the Council has remained unchanged since the last election in May 2015. 
The Council therefore comprises myself as Chairman, Cllr. Ron Marshall as Vice-Chair 
and Cllrs. Marlene Denton, Judith Canty, Beatrice Carman, John Hearnshaw, Pat Howard, 
and Pattie Wootton as members. The next Parish Council election is due in May 2019.

Finance
The Council has set the precept for the new year 2017/18 at £7535. The Council will 
endeavour to use these funds wisely and on local initiatives or for grant funding in support 
of local groups/organisations. The Council's summary income and expenditure account is 
a s follows as follows:

Income.
For the year ending 31/3/17, the Council’s total income was £8627, comprising:

Precept £7575
Council Tax Support Grant   £135
Joint Burial Ground   £720
Contribution re-imbursement  
VAT Refund   £147 
Investment Account Interest     £50)

Expenditure for the year was £8043 comprising:

Staff Costs £3,662.00
Grants £450.00
Admin/Training £286.00
Audit and Insurance £685.00
Burial Ground Maintenance £360.00
Footpaths Maintenance £68.00
Bus shelter cleaning £244.00
Snow clearance £0.00
Subscriptions to Various Bodies £250.00
Christmas tree/lights £319.00
Other costs £1,640.00
VAT £79.00
TOTAL £8,043.00

This has resulted in £584 excess in income over expenditure. The Council is therefore in a
healthy financial position, although it is prudent to keep a reasonable level of reserves. 
The Council will shortly be identifying its spending priorities, and would like to spend some 
of its reserves on appropriate local project(s) during 2017/18. In this regard, Parishioners 
proposals for any suggested project which will be of benefit to the Parish would be most 
welcome.



Purchase and Installation of a Public Access Defibrillators (PAD)

More than nine out of ten people who suffer a cardiac arrest outside of hospital do not 
survive the event. However, the presence on the scene of someone able to provide 
immediate CPR (Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation) greatly improves the odds of survival. 
The ready availability of a defibrillator that can 'shock' the heart back to a normal rhythm 
further increases the survival rate. As a rural community, emergency ambulance response 
may be slower that in towns and cities, and so it is incumbent on us all to do our bit to save
a life.
The Council has therefore purchased a PAD (also known as an AED – Automated External
Defibrillator). It has been installed at the Spar, by kind permission of Mr Ed White.
In a companion initiative, the Village Hall Committee has purchased the same make and 
model of AED, and it will be installed at the Village Hall very shortly, giving coverage at 
both ends of the village.
However, use of a defibrillator is secondary to effective CPR, so the Council and Village 
Hall Committee together intend to offer free CPR training over the next year to anyone 
who would like it. 
 
Acquisition Of Former 'Bird Garden' By The Parish Council As A Community 
Resource

Older residents of Calver will perhaps remember the former 'Bird Garden' in the village, on 
land behind the Methodist Chapel. Although privately owned, the garden was open to the 
public on various weekends during the summer months.
The garden was the handiwork of Calver resident Ronnie Pryor, who owned both 
'Brookside' on Main Street, and the land that is hidden away behind it. The land is, 
geographically at least, at the 'heart' of the village..
On Mr. Pryor's death in 1984, his former home was sold, but most of the land remained in 
the ownership of his company. However, since his death, the  garden has slowly reverted 
to nature,
The Parish Council has recently been in discussion with the company, with a view to 
purchasing the land. We would like to acquire and restore it, in an appropriate and 
sympathetic way, as a resource for all of the community to enjoy.
Whilst it is unlikely that we would wish to reintroduce the exotic birds, reptiles and   
monkeys that were once a feature of  the garden, we would like to see it used for quiet  
enjoyment, possibly to include a wildlife preserve. 
The owners of the land have been very receptive to our approach – the company is 'proud 
to be owned by a Charitable Trust', and is committed to the local community where it is 
based. They are provisionally willing to let us acquire the land, on what we consider to be 
very favourable terms.
Even so, the costs (in both money and time) of bringing the land back into use are likely to 
be significant. As a small Parish Council, with an annual 'precept' of around £7,500, we 
would not be able to undertake such a project alone. We would need to raise money, and 
we would need the support of the community to help make it happen. 
The Parish Council does have some financial reserves that we would be able to use, but 
we would also need to raise money from grants and from the community itself. We would 
probably wish to set up a separate Charitable Trust to manage the project, the land, and 
the finances.
The Parish Council believes that, with volunteer support, this is an unique opportunity to 
acquire, restore and protect what was once, and could be again, a 'hidden gem' in our 
village.



Parish Council Representation On Local Bodies

The Parish Council continues to have a representative on the following local groups and 
bodies:

• Joint Burial Ground Committee 
• Village Hall Committee 
• Baslow Charities Committee 
• Calver Weir Restoration Trust
• Police Governance Committee
• Samuel and Elizabeth Wild Almshouse Trust'.

Planning

The council continued to discharge its duties as a 'statutory consultee' on all planning 
applications within the Parish boundaries. Comments made by the council are available to 
view on the Peak District National Park web-site.

New Calver Parish Council Web-Site

During the year, the Council reviewed and revised its web-hosting and web-site 
arrangements. We now have a new web-site at 
                                              http://calverpc.co.uk
We hope that the new site will prove easier for parishioners to use, and easier for the 
Council to update.
Parishioners can sign up for an e-mail newsletter at the site.

Superfast Broadband

Last year my report noted
'The Council noted with a mixture of pleasure and concern that, since it became available 
to the village a little over a year ago, take-up of superfast broadband in the village has 
been excellent. However, this has resulted in the capacity of the new cabinet being entirely
used up. This has meant that no new superfast connections have been available for much 
of the last 12 months'. 
I am pleased to report that the joint efforts of the Parish and County Councils has resulted 
in BT upgrading our telecoms cabinet on the Grindleford Road and that Superfast 
broadband is once more available to new subscribers in the village.

Snow Clearance

Like last year, this winter saw little in the way of snow, and this is reflected in the lack of 
expenditure on snow clearance in this years accounts. We do, however, continue to 
support the Derbyshire Snow Warden scheme, and our contingency plans remain in place 
if the coming winter should turn out to be more severe.

Bus Services

We await the October changes to the bus schedules with some trepidation. Derbyshire 
County Council was originally proposing to remove all rural bus subsidies from that date. 
However, as a result of their public consultation, this drastic proposal has been dropped. 

http://calverpc.co.uk/


However, bus subsidies are still being cut substantially, and it is not impossible that we will 
be left with only one commercial service, the 65 between Sheffield and Buxton. The 
Council will monitor the County Council's proposals, and make representations as 
appropriate.

Highways   

As a result of meetings between the Parish Council and the County Council Highways 
Department, various safety improvements have been made at Calver New Bridge, on the 
A625 between Calver and Curbar. If funding allows, we hope that some further 
improvements will be made in the coming year.

Keeping In Touch With Your Council

The parish magazine 'The Link', contains a short report of the activities of the Council in 
each edition. However, at the end of 2016, Dave Edmondson retired as editor and future 
arrangements are uncertain. In the event that 'The Link' becomes less regular, the Council 
intends to publish occasional newsletters for distribution, and, as mentioned above, we will
provide regular newsletters to anyone who registers with our mailing list. In any event, all 
of the papers, agendas, minutes etc., of the Council are available to read on the Council's 
new web-site (www.calverpc.co.uk).

Thanks

Finally, I would like to thank the members of the Council, and our Parish Clerk Simon 
Oldham, for their hard work over the last twelve months. My thanks also go to Cllr. Kath 
Potter (Parish Council nominee on the board of Peak Park), Cllr. John Tibenham 
(Derbyshire Dales District councillor) and Cllr. Jo Wild (Derbyshire County Council) for 
their input and support. 

Jonathan Harris
Chairman, Calver Parish Council,
5th April 2017

http://www.calverparishcouncil.co.uk/

