
CALVER PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held virtually via Zoom video/audio 
conferencing on Thursday 27th May, 2020 at 8pm. 
 
Present: 
Councillors Jonathan Harris (Chairman), Derek Ballard, Jude Canty, Beatrice Carman, 
Kat Keogh, Thomas Keogh and Harry White.  
  
Also in Attendance: 
Simon Oldham (Clerk) and no members of the public. 
 
Apologies: 
Councillors David Douglas and Kath Potter (PDNPA). 
 
2020.55 Election of Chairman (followed by signing of declaration of acceptance of 
office 
RESOLVED that Councillor Derek Ballard be appointed as Chairman for 2020/21 
(Councillor Ballard to retrospectively sign the declaration of acceptance of office in the 
Clerk’s presence). 
 
 
2020.56 Election of Vice Chairman  
 
RESOLVED that Councillor Harry White be appointed as Vice Chairman for 2020/21. 
 
2020.57 Declaration of Members Interests 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
2020.58 To Consider Motions for the Variation of Business 
 
RESOLVED to bring forward agenda item 19 “Chairman’s Announcements” as the next 
item of business. 
 
2020.59 Chairman’s Announcements 
  
The Chairman wished to place on record on behalf of the Council his sincere thanks to 
Jonathan Harris for all his efforts and voluntary commitment as the Parish Council 
Chairman over the last 6 years and in particular the strident efforts he had made with 
local public transport initiatives and health related aspects including being the driving 
influence in two defibrillators being deployed in the Parish and arranging the associated 
training for a number of local volunteers in its use and functionality. 
 
2020.60 Appointments to Outside Bodies & Other Council Appointments 
 
RESOLVED to confirm the following appointments :- 
Calver Village Hall Committee – Councillor Jonathan Harris 
Joint Burial Ground Committee – Councillors Derek Ballard, Harry White and Mr Patrick 
Howard 
Baslow Charities – Councillor Jude Canty 



Calver Weir Management Committee – Councillor Derek Ballard 
Councillor Footpaths Liaison Officer – Councillor Thomas Keogh 
Samuel and Elizabeth Wild Almshouse Trust' – Councillor Beatrice Carman 
 
2020.61 Schedule of Meetings for 2020/21 
 
RESOLVED to approve the following schedule of meetings during 2020/21 :- 
during the pandemic to meet virtually on Thursday 18th June and 23rd July at 7pm. 
Following the August recess to provisionally resume physical meetings if safe to do so 
on 3rd Thursday every month at 7pm in the Village Hall - 17th September, 15th October, 
19th November, 17th December, 2021 – 21st January, 18th February, 18th March and 
15th April *All subject to change based on Government guidance re Covid19. 
 
2020.62 Review and Adoption of Council Standing Orders - proposed to re-adopt 
existing version and in addition to adopt proposed addendum in respect of Virtual 
meeting provisions 
 
RESOLVED to re-adopt the 2018 version of NALC’s Model Standing Orders and the 
Addendum in respect of provisions relating to virtual meetings conducted via use of 
Zoom technology, as presented. 
 
2020.63 Review and Adoption of Council Financial Regulations – proposed to re-
adopt existing version 
 
RESOLVED to readopt existing Financial Regulations as presented. 
 
2020.64 Member Code of Conduct - proposed to re-adopt existing version 
 
RESOLVED to re-adopt the existing Member Code of Conduct, as presented. 
 
2020.65 Public Speaking 
 
Councillor Jonathan Harris informed the meeting that in relation to his bi-monthly report 
as Chairman submitted for inclusion in the Link magazine, that he had informed the 
editor that he would be stepping down as Parish Council Chairman from this annual 
meeting. Councillor Derek Ballard, the newly appointed Chairman confirmed that he 
would continue this tradition and prepare a Parish update for the magazine going 
forwards. 
 
2020.66 Acceptance & Signing of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 19th March, 
2020 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes be signed as a correct record 
 
2020.67 Exercise of the General Power of Competence – To confirm that the 
Council still meets the qualifying criteria 
 
RESOLVED to note and confirm the continued use of the power and that the Council 
continued to meet the qualifying criteria. 
 



2020.68 To note and adopt the delegated decisions taken by the Clerk in 
consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman since the last meeting of the 
Parish Council on 19/3/20 during the Covid19 pandemic 
 
RESOLVED to note and accept the delegated decisions taken by the Clerk in 
consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman since the last meeting of the Parish 
Council on 19/3/20. 
 
2020.69 To consider and approve the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return 2019/20 – i) Annual Governance Statement and ii) the Accounting 
Statements for the year ending 31/3/19 and confirmation of declaration of 
exemption from requirement for a limited assurance review 
 
RESOLVED that (1) approval be given to the annual governance statement as per 
Section 1 of the draft Annual Return submission; (2) that approval be given to the 
accounting statements as per Section 2 of the draft Annual Return submission and (3) 
approval be given to the submission of the exemption certificate and supporting 
documentation to PKF Littlejohn and to note the notice of the Electors rights of 
inspection of the accounts, was to be published on 15/6/20 for 30 consecutive working 
days.   
 
2020.70 Bird Garden Project – requesting a written position statement from 
Pryormarking confirming their intentions to support a project being developed or 
otherwise 
 
RESOLVED that (1) to request the Clerk write to Pryormarking Ltd to ask for either their 
confirmation that they were supportive of the project being progressed on the terms 
proposed for the Charitable Trust or not, no later than the end of June 2020, after which 
time, the Parish Council would deem the project no longer supported as a viable 
proposition and (2) the Clerk to prepare a draft of the letter for approval in consultation 
with the Chairman prior to it being issued. 
 
2020.71 Website - (i) action plan re meeting the Website Accessibility 
requirements and publishing a statement in September 2020; (ii) future 
responsibility and ongoing maintenance of the site 
  
RESOLVED that (1) to note that Councillor Jonathan Harris had agreed to produce an 
action plan for consideration at the next meeting setting out the changes that needed to 
be undertaken and how these could be facilitated to ensure as far as possible that the 
existing Parish Council website met the Accessibility regulations to enable the statutory 
statement of compliance to be published in September 2020 and (2) with regard to future 
responsibility and ongoing maintenance of the website, the Clerk be asked to look to 
procure three quotations from prospective suppliers for the design, build, training and 
ongoing technical support for a new Parish Council website. 
 
2020.72 Members items  
(a) Future of Calver Cricket Club – (i) Prospects of a public meeting and 
presentation from the Cricket Club highlighting its current plight and engaging 
parishioner views; (ii) Current issues paper; (iii) Approach from Baslow Cricket 
Club and Calver CC’s response 
 



RESOLVED that (1) the Clerk to follow up with DDDC on the initial enquiry about NNDR 
discretionary rate relief for the Parish Council should it take a decision in the future to 
subsume responsibility for the cricket ground; (2) to note the indicative costs from 
prospective tenderers for the annual cost of grass cutting of the cricket field; (3) in 
relation to recent communication exchanges with Calver Cricket Club, the Clerk be 
asked to request that they supply further information in respect of i) the last 3 years 
accounts ii) In relation to the ground which currently falls in to Use Class D2 Assembly 
and Leisure, that the Cricket Club obtain a clear view from the PDNPA that planning 
permission was not required and that they would view a village green as falling within 
this category.  Therefore asking that the Cricket Club seek clarification in this regard via 
an application for a Certificate of Proposed Use and iii)  advise what assets forming part 
of the ground are currently placed on insurance cover to enable the Parish Council to 
consider what may need to be insured and further enquiries to be then made with the 
Parish Council’s Insurer's; (4) in relation to the poor condition of the fencing around the 
cricket field, that Councillor Derek Ballard had agreed to draft a prospective specification 
with a view to the Clerk liaising with prospective contractors about surveying the state of 
the fence and acquiring estimates for either improving/repair or its removal; (5) to note 
that the cricket club had recently submitted planning applications to PDNPA in respect of 
i) removal of the pavilion and ii) removal of the planning condition re the stipulated use of 
the Tea Room and (6) to note the reply from the Cricket Club to an enquiry from Baslow 
Cricket Club about a proposed use of the field. 
 
(b) Review of circulation of recent Covid19 Parish newsletter and potential for a 
further newsletter and potential content 
 
RESOLVED (1) that Councillor Kat Keogh be thanks for all her efforts in coordinating 
and arranging delivery to all Calver households of the Covid19 newsletter; (2) a formal 
apology be issued to Mr GH Butcher’s in Stoney Middleton for the oversight in not 
including his service as being open as usual for home delivery during the pandemic and 
(3) a potential further newsletter be deferred for further consideration potentially in the 
Autumn time and in the hope that it may be safe to publicise a public meeting later in the 
year to engage local parishioners re proposals for the future use of the cricket field, 
subject to clarity on the Covid19 situation nearer the time. 
 
2020.73 Derbyshire Association of Local Council’s Newsletters 
 
RESOLVED (1) to note that the Clerk had circulated :- 

1 DALC 05 April 
2020   

 • ‘Remote’ meetings and your annual council meeting 
– latest updates 
• Audit Arrangements – Covid-19 updates 
• Cemetery & Burial Ground use during lockdown 
• Council staff furloughing 
• Update on pay negotiations 
• DALC’s office move postponed 
• ‘Home-working’ allowance update 
• Training programme update 

2 DALC 06 May 
2020 

• New ‘Healthwatch’ phone help-line launched in 
Derbyshire 
• Covid-19 ‘recovery strategy’ news for East Midlands 
councils 
• Section 137 limit set for 2020/21 



• Public facilities guidelines… 
• Calling for Climate Emergency champions! 
• A simple ‘how-to’ guide on registering your rights-of-
way 
• Zoom meetings – settings 
• 6-month rule update 
• DALC Excellence Awards – entry form published 
• Tackling vandalism under lockdown – BHIB advice 

. 
2020.74 Finance. 
 
RESOLVED that (1) to note payment in respect of the following Accounts :- 
Employee costs £259.90 re April; 
HMRC £58.20 re PAYE April;  
Mr D. Turner £75.00 re Internal audit fee; 
Information Commissioner £35.00 re Data controller registration fee; 
Mad4ink £39.00 re Covid19 Parish newsletter May 2020 and 
Zoom subscription £14.39 re-imbursement of Clerk re monthly subscription 
  
(2) Approval be given to the monthly financial report provided by the Clerk. 
  
2020.75 Planning 
 
RESOLVED in relation to (a) Planning application consultations – (i) NP/DDD/0520/0406 
- Demolition of existing house. Replacement dwelling and associated, Mayfield, Cross 
Lane, Calver; that no objection be raised regarding the proposed development, but the 
PC would like to comment expressing its disappointment in view of this revised 
application being a rebuild rather than re-modelling, that the opportunity had not been 
taken to look to improve upon the design and (ii) NP/DDD/0520/0388 - Alterations, 
extension and change of use of storage barn to self-contained holiday accommodation, 
The Storage Barn, Folds Lane, Calver; that no objection be raised regarding the 
proposed development. 
(b) to note Planning Decision Notice - NP/DDD/0220/0123 - Removal or Variation of 
Condition 2 from NP/DDD/0318/0255 because the works were not completed strictly in 
accordance with the approved plans, 15 Lowside Close, Calver – GRANTED 
CONDITIONALLY. 
 
2020.76 Representatives’ Reports 
(a) Burial Committee – to note the displeasure expressed by PC representatives that a 
summons to a physical meeting was issued last week which was considered highly 
inappropriate during the Covid19 restrictions. In addition, concerns were raised 
regarding governance structures for the burial ground committee which would be subject 
to further consideration at a later meeting 
(b) Village Hall Committee – no recent meeting 
(c) Footpaths Liaison – in relation to a complaint regarding the overgrowth on the 
footpath at the rear of the village hall, that Councillor Jonathan Harris had agreed to 
contact the Village Hall Committee as well as the owner of 23 Brookfields as the hedging 
from these private properties had extended beyond the property boundaries and 
encroaching into the public footpath, with a view to this being addressed and (2) the 
Clerk agreed to contact DCC Rights of Way Minor Maintenance Team regarding the 



scope for the hedging to be removed via the Parish Council contractor should the 
respective landowners be not responsive to the Parish Council request. 
(d) Calver Weir – no recent meeting. 
 
2020.77 Highways – Prospects of DCC consideration of change of priorities being 
instigated at Calver crossroad traffic signals 
 
RESOLVED to request DCC Highways to advise of its intentions to change the priorities 
at the lights at the Calver crossroads and whether there was any truth to local rumours 
and if there were any imminent plans to change the priorities and if so in what way. 
 
2020.78 Outstanding Issues - status update on Froggatt New Bridge petition to 
DCC 
 
RESOLVED to note that the petition was due to close in 10 days’ time. 
 
2020.79 Information Items/Correspondence 
 
RESOLVED (1) to note that the Clerk had previously circulated :-  

1 Chatsworth Estate Information re Ash tree felling programme 

2 Derbyshire CAB Coronavirus Impact Report 

3 DALC Excellence Awards 2020 

4 DALC  Climate Emergency Derbyshire – next steps 

5 PDNPA Parishes Bulletin 33 

 
2020.80 Date of Next Meeting – 7pm Thursday 18th June, 2020 Virtually 
 
The meeting closed at 10.05 pm. 


